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J.Dewey "Democracy and Education"
Chapter Seven : The Democratic Conception in Education

To say that education is a social function, securing
direction and development in the immature through
their participation in the life of the group to which they
belong, is to say in effect that education will vary with
the quality of life which prevails in a group.

Particularly is it true that a society which not only
changes but-which has the ideal of such change as will
improve it, will have different standards and methods
of education from one which aims simply at the
perpetuation of its own customs.

To make the general ideas set forth applicable to our

own educational practice, it is, therefore, necessary
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to come to closer quarters with the nature of present

social life.

A democracy is more than a form of government; it
is primarily a mode of associated living, of conjoint
communicated experience.

The extension in space of the number of individuals,
who participate in an interest so that each has to refer
his own action to that of others, and to consider the
action of others to give point and direction to his own,
is equivalent to the breaking down of those barriers of
class, race, and national territory which kept men from
perceiving the full import of their activity.

These more numerous and more varied points of
contact denote a greater diversity of stimuli to which
an individual has to respond; they consequently put a
premium on variation in his action.

They secure a liberation of powers which remain
suppressed as long as the incitations to action
are partial, as they must be in a group which in its

exclusiveness shuts out many interests.

(#2>0O—RYA Kk http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/852)
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